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Michael Brecker   Spyro Gyra   Candy Dulfer   Yellowjackets   The Bad Plus

Take 6   Stanley Clarke   Maceo Parker   Zap Mama

Ladysmith Black Mambazo   Joe Zawinul   Taj Mahal   Najee   S.M.V.

Mike Stern   Victor Wooten   Walter Beasley   Gerald Veasley   Marion Meadows   

Andy Narell   Pieces of a Dream   Caribbean Jazz Project   Sakésho

George Duke  Nestor Torres   Chuck Loeb   Hugh Masekela

Oliver Mtukudzi   Jaco Pastorius Big Band   Diane Schuur   Miriam Makeba

Joe McBride   Hiroshima   Alexander Zonjic   Doc Powell   Bobby Lyle

Incognito   Joyce Cooling   Philip Bailey   Africa Straight Ahead   Fourplay

Esperanza Spalding   Smooth Africa   Citrus Sun   Two Siberians

Roberto Perera   Paquito D’Rivera   Pamela Williams   Heads Up Super Band

Bona Fide   David Liebman   Richard Smith   Kenny Blake   Richie Cole

Henry Johnson   Tony Gable & 206   Carlos Guedes   Eric Scortia

Stefan Dickerson   Ann Armstrong



Since 1990, Heads Up International has been successfully carving its niche in the world of contemporary instrumental 
music. In that time, Heads Up artists and releases have consistently landed on Billboard’s Contemporary Jazz, Traditional 
Jazz and World Music charts, and have garnered numerous industry awards, including Billboard’s Contemporary Latin Jazz 
Album of the Year (Roberto Perera’s Dreams & Desires), the AFIM’s Independent Contemporary Jazz Album of the Year 
(Pieces of a Dreams’ Love’s Silhouette), a GRAMMY nomination in 2004 (Yellowjackets’ Time Squared), a GRAMMY Award 
for Best    Tradional World Music Album in 2005 and 2009 (Ladysmith Black Mambazo’s Raise Your Spirit Higher, Illembe), 
a GRAMMY nomination for Best Surround Sound Award in the first ever surround sound category at the GRAMMYs
(Ladysmith Black Mambazo’s Raise Your Spirit Higher), three GRAMMY awards in 2008 (Michael Brecker’s Pilgrimage –
Best Traditional Jazz Album and Best Jazz Solo”Anagram;” Joe Zawinul’s Brown Street – Best Jazz Arrangement “In A 
Silent Way”),  fifteen additional GRAMMY nominations for such groups as Spyro Gyra, Michael Brecker, Joe Zawinul, Mike 
Stern, and others, JazzWeek’s Radio Programmers Album Of The Year Award for two consecutive years (Jaco Pastorius Big 
Band’s Word of Mouth Revisited and The Word Is Out!), and Gibson Guitar’s Best Female Jazz Guitarist (Joyce Cooling). In 
addition to the awards and accolades, Heads Up artists have regularly captured the #1 slot in national radio airplay.

Heads Up has also been a leader in recording technology. For more than 12 years, the label has offered enhanced CDs 
with videos, artist bios and other bonus material. Heads Up was also among the first to release in the Super Audio CD 5.1 
Surround Sound (SACD) format and the first to incorporate enhanced CD technology with SACDs.

Dave Love, president of Heads Up, attributes the label’s success to its roster of fine artists. “With signings over the years of 
such artists as Yellowjackets, Najee, Spyro Gyra, Pieces Of A Dream, Hiroshima, Ladysmith Black Mambazo, Andy Narell, 
Stanley Clarke, Marion Meadows, Jaco Pastorius Big Band and Walter Beasley, I feel that the label is developing its own 
sound – that of a unique mix of contemporary music,” says Love. “The crossover potential and international appeal of this 
repertoire has aided us in garnering worldwide success.”

The label takes its name from the jazz group that Love – a trumpet player since elementary school – formed while attending 
North Texas State University on a jazz studies, arranging and composition scholarship. After college, Love became musical 
director for Dr. Donald Byrd. Later, he recorded an album with his band and soprano saxophonist  Dave Liebman. While 
shopping the release to record labels, Love took a position as the National Director of Sales & Marketing for Oxymoron P&D, 
Inc., whose principals convinced him to start his own label with the release.

Using Oxymoron for distribution, Love began Heads Up International, Ltd., out of Seattle, Washington, in 1990. The labels’ 
maiden voyage was the Liebman recording, The Energy of the Chance.

In 1996, Love made the commitment to release selected titles as Enhanced CDs. “We were the first contemporary jazz label 
to fully commit to this new format,” he says. “Along with artist profiles and music videos, we introduced a new dimension in 
marketing by providing the user with additional music videos, sound bytes and biographies of our artists as an added value. 
In 2001, the company began releasing recordings in the SACD 5.1 Surround Sound Audio format,” states Love.

In 2000, Heads Up International merged with Telarc International Corporation. This strategic alliance has helped Heads 
Up to further its distribution worldwide and tap into the financial resources necessary to take the label to a higher level of 
strength and visibility within the industry and in the consumer market. In 2005 the two entities were acquired by the Concord 
Music Group.

The Heads Up Africa series, a critically acclaimed collection that spotlights some of southern Africa’s finest vocalists and 
instrumentalists, was launched to mark the tenth anniversary of the end of apartheid. Artists such as Ladysmith Black
Mambazo, Miriam Makeba, Oliver Mtukudzi, Hugh Masekela and other top talent from this musically and culturally rich part 
of the world have graced numerous recordings for the company.

In 2007, Heads Up was honored to release the final recordings of two jazz giants who have since passed on, Michael 
Brecker (Pilgrimage) and Joe Zawinul (Brown Street).

Heads Up kicks off its 19th year with recordings by Walter Beasley, Incognito,  Pieces of a Dream and others that include the 
late Joe Zawinul’s final live recording 75. New DVD releases by Ladysmith Black Mambazo, Mike Stern and Yellowjackets 
are scheduled for 2009. 

“Music will always be an integral part of mankind’s emotions,” says Love, “and it is most rewarding to feel we are making 
music history today.”
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Heads Up Africa Series

Heads Up International celebrates the launch of our Heads Up Africa Series! This series grows 
from our two Smooth Africa recordings and Andy Narell’s double cd Live in South Africa.
What better way to start a new series than with the biggest names in African/World music 

– GRAMMY Award Winner Ladysmith Black Mambazo, Miriam Makeba, Zap Mama,
Hugh Masekela, Oliver Mtukudzi and others.

January ‘08: Ilembe: Honoring Shaka Zulu by Ladysmith Black Mambazo

August ‘07: Tsimba Itsoka by Oliver Mtukudzi

August ‘07: Supermoon by Zap Mama

January ‘06” Long Walk To Freedom by Ladysmith Black Mambazo

May ‘05: Revival by High Masekela

April ‘05: Nhava by Oliver Mtukudzi

January ‘05: No Bounderies by Ladysmith Black Mambazo

June ‘04: Reflections by Miriam Makeba

January ‘04: Raise Your Spirit Higher by Ladysmith Black Mambazo

February ‘04: Africa Straight Ahead by Various artists

July ‘03: Exploring The Soul by Smooth Africa II

April ‘01: Live in South Africa by Andy Narell

March ‘00: Smooth Africa by Various artists
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Michael Brecker
Pilgrimage
HUCD3095 / HUSA 9095 SACD

Michael Brecker Description:

Sadly, after a two-and-a-half-year battle with
myelodysplastic syndrome (MDS) and leukemia, Brecker 
passed away on January 13, 2007. While in the midst of 
his debilitating illness, however, Brecker persevered. His 
work in the studio at the time of his death includes some 
of the finest music he has ever recorded and features the 
all-star lineup of pianists Herbie Hancock and Brad
Mehldau, guitarist Pat Metheny, drummer Jack
DeJohnette and bassist John Patitucci. 

Michael Brecker Song Titles: 

1.	  The Mean Time
2.  Five Months From Midnight
3.  Anagram
4.  Tumbleweed
5.  When Can I Kiss You Again?
6.  Cardinal Rule
7.  Half Moon Lane
8.  Loose Threads
9.  Pilgrimage

Spyro Gyra
Good To Go-Go
HUCD 3127 / HUSA 9127 SACD

Spyro Gyra Description:

The entity known as Spyro Gyra is a marathon runner 
in the arena of contemporary jazz. For more than three 
decades, moving across a musical landscape marked by 
increasingly challenging terrain and accelerated change, 
they have maintained the well-deserved reputation as a 
viable and highly versatile creative force. Since their
earliest recordings in the mid 1970s, they have maintained 
a fresh approach to their craft by borrowing from a range of 
sources and distilling them into an unmistakable
signature sound.
 
Spyro Gyra Song Titles:

	1.	 Simple Pleasures 
	2.	 Get Busy 
	3.	 Jam Up 
	4.	 The Left Bank 
	5.	 Funkyard Dog 
	6.	 Along For The Ride 
	7.	 Island Time 
	8.	 Wassup! 
	9.	 Easy Street 
	10.	 A Winter Tale 
	11.	 Good To Go-Go 
	12.	 Newroses 

Spyro Gyra
The Deep End
HUCD 3085 / HUSA 9085 SACD

Spyro Gyra Description:

There’s some music that really gets inside of your head 
and makes you think. Whether it’s solid songwriting, great 
arrangements or offbeat twists and turns, there’s a lot of 
fun in dissecting the musicianship of the caliber that you’ll 
find on Spyro Gyra’s album, The Deep End. But that’s not 
the point, it’s just a happy side effect. What saxophonist 
Jay Beckenstein really had in mind when making this 
album was diving into the deep end of the emotional 
spectrum.

Spyro Gyra Song Titles:

	1.	 Summer Fling
	2.	 Eastlake Shuffle
	3.	 Monsoon
	4.	 As You Wish
	5.	 Joburg Jam
	6.	 The Crossing
	7.	 Wiggle Room
	8.	 Wind Warriors
	9.	 In Your Arms
	10.	 Chippewa Street
	11.	 Beyond The Rain

Spyro Gyra
Original Cinema
HUCD 3074 / HUSA 9074 SACD

Spyro Gyra Song Description:

There’s more to this movie than just the scenery. There’s 
a soundtrack as well – the music that underscores the 
dance, the celebration, the love, the loss, the growing up 
and the coming of age. The music leaves impressions that 
are just as powerful as the pictures, sometimes more so. 
Spyro Gyra has been experimenting with that soundtrack 
for a quarter century, pushing the boundaries and
definitions of jazz and pop since the 1970s, and turning the 
music into a vital component of the day-to-day experience 
for listeners worldwide.

Spyro Gyra Song Titles:

	 1.	 Bump It Up
	 2.	 Extrovertical
	 3.	 Dream Sequence
	 4.	 Party Of Seven
	 5.	 Big Dance Number
	 6.	 Close-Up
	  7.	 Film Noir
	 8.	 Cape Town Love
	 9.	 Handheld
 	10.	 Funky Tina
	 11.	 Getaway
	 12.	 Calle Ocho
	 13.	 Flashback

Spyro Gyra
In Modern Times
HUCD 3061 / HUSA 9061 SACD

Spyro Gyra Song Description:

Arguably contemporary instrumental music’s most popular 
band, Spyro Gyra was founded in 1975 by saxophonist 
and producer Jay Beckenstein. The band’s infectious 
sound became a forerunner of many of today’s most
popular styles. Spyro Gyra became a household name in 
1979 when they broke onto the pop charts with the #1 AC 
hit “Morning Dance.”  
 
Spyro Gyra Song Titles:

	1.	 After Hours
	2.	 Feelin’ Fine
	3.	 Julio’s Party
	4.	 The River Between
	5.	 Groovin’ For Grover
	6.	 Open Door
	 7.	 Florida Straits
	8.	 Feelin’ Fine Pt. 2
	9.	 East River Blue
 10.	Your Touch
	 11.	 Lucky Bounce
 12.	 Planet J

Spyro Gyra
Wrapped In A Dream
HUCD 3107 / HUSA 9107 SACD

Spyro Gyra Description:

An album that reaffirms Spyro Gyra’s status as jazz
fusion’s most original group. This coolly textured and 
cleanly produced collection is filled with subtle melodies 
and accomplished solos that blend easily into a lush
instrumental backdrop. Spyro Gyra continues to make 
exciting music that fans worldwide have appreciated for 
nearly three decades.
 
Spyro Gyra Song Titles:

	1.	 Spyro Time
	2.	 Midnight Thunder
	3.	 The Voodooyoodoo
	4.	 Tuesday
	5.	 Impressions of Madrid
	6.	 Impressions of Toledo
	7.	 Wrapped in a Dream
	8.	 After The Storm
	9.	 Walkin’ Home
	10.	 The Lowdown
	11.	 Lil’ Mono
	12.	 Woogitybop  
	

Esperanza Spalding
Esperanza
HUCD 3140

Esperanza Spalding Description:

Armed with uncanny instrumental chops, a siren voice that 
spans three languages, and composing and arranging
skills that weave together the best elements of the old-
school with the progressive, this 23-year-old bassist/
vocalist/composer has crafted a debut album that takes a 
completely fresh and refreshing approach to jazz by
incorporating the rich traditions of soul, pop, world music 
and so much more. Esperanza is joined in the studio by a 
crew of A-list session players, including flamenco
guitar virtuoso Niño Josele, percussionist Jamey Haddad, 
drummer Horacio “El Negro” Hernández, and saxophonist 
Donald Harrison. 

Esperanza Spalding Song Titles:

	1.	 Ponta De Areia   
	2.	 I Know You Know   
	3.	 Fall In    
	4.	 I Adore You   
	5.	 Cuerpo Y Alma (Body & Soul)   
	6.	 She Got To You  
	7.	 Precious   
	8.	 Mela   
	9.	 Love In Time  
10.	 Espera   
11.	 If That’s True   
12.	 Samba Em Preludio    

	

Spyro Gyra
A Night Before Christmas
HUCD 3145

Spyro Gyra Description:

As the seasons change and the end of the year draws 
near, even the most forward thinking and cutting-edge 
artists take a nostalgic moment to count their blessings. 
Spyro Gyra has spent more than three decades pushing 
the boundaries and definitions of jazz beyond the
commonly accepted parameters. In so doing, they
continue to forge an edgy, enduring sound that
incorporates some of the best elements of jazz and
merges them with R&B, pop, Latin and various other styles. 
This year, Spyro Gyra celebrates the holiday season with 
A Night Before Christmas, a collection that captures the 
yuletide spirit with a decidedly traditional jazz vibe.
 
	Spyro Gyra Song Titles:

	1.	 O Tannenbaum 
	2.	 It Won’t Feel Like Christmas 
	3.	 Winter Wonderland 
	4.	 Christmas Time Is Here 
	5.	 Baby It’s Cold Outside 
	6.	 Carol Of The Bells 
	7.	 Have Yourself A Merry Little Christmas 
	8.	 The First Noel 
	9.	 Silent Night 
10.	 This Christmas 
11.	 The Christmas Song




